TECHNOLOGIES OF THE FRONTIER
1st International Convention

The Global Importance of the Incoming Space Economy
Medieval Castle of Moncrivello (VC) - 
April 1st 2006
SPACE SCIENCE AND EDUCATION

Adriana Linda Parlatini*
Abstract
Recent studies have shown that although European citizens respect science, they see it as removed from everyday life.
One consequence of this is the lack of interest young people show in science: as a matter of fact, fewer youngsters are studying science, thus leading to realize that it is the very passing-on of scientific knowledge to future generations that is at stake.
One of the main European Commission’s recommendations is the promotion of science education and culture in Europe: “Schools, colleges and research institutions will be encouraged to play their part in enthusing boys and girls about science and encouraging them to pursue scientific careers. Here, better teaching modules and more science teaching tools are needed …”
This recommendation has been a priority in the ESA education policy on space, pursued by trying to establish links with education authorities in each member country, in order to define an effective and officially-approved approach to bringing space into school, thus increasing interest and leading the students to discover unrevealed scientific vocations.

In Italy very little has been done up to now.

A pro-active and innovative approach focusing on the interests and innate curiosity of young people is therefore needed, as the challenges in science are presumably endless and many bright young minds will be needed in the future to continue moving forward in technology and scientific understanding.

The main aim of our non-profit Association, OdisseoSpace, is to diffuse scientific culture and specifically space culture, through information and education activities and the promotion of studies and researches on space policies.
OdisseoSpace intends, in fact, to create a network involving schools, universities, research institutes and aerospace industries in order to realize connections throughout the territory, thus paving the way for territorial integration, to give a new guidance for students after high school or degree and open job opportunities in the space field, creating high qualified professional figures.
The project “Space: A dimension for Everybody” is an example of our activities in the field.
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