For more than three decades it was widely believed that "..if space tourism was possible, space agencies would have started it".  Consequently very few researchers made significant effort to investigate its feasibility.  However, since the orbital flight by Dennis Tito on the Russian Soyuz rocket in 2001, and the sub-orbital flight by "SpaceShipOne" in 2004, it has become clear that this belief was based on a misunderstanding about government space agencies.

Initially established by rich countries during the "cold war", space agencies have made no effort to reduce the cost of traveling to and from space, which has not fallen at all since Gagarin's first space flight nearly fifty years ago, despite having spent 1 trillion Euro-equivalents since then.  Moreover, government space agencies have no plans to reduce the cost of space travel in the future;  they are currently preparing plans to develop a new expendable launch system to return to the Moon.

However, the development of "SpaceShipOne" proved that the cost of reaching space can be  a tiny fraction of space agencies' costs.  (The budget for the entire project was what Nasa spends every morning before lunch.)  Moreover, Nasa-funded market research suggests that even the market just for sub-orbital passenger flights could grow several times larger than the commercial satellite launch market.  Based on this, there is a growing probability that low-cost, reusable orbital passenger vehicles will be developed in the coming years.  These will not only make orbital tourism a service available to the middle classes, they will also reduce launch costs sufficiently to enable many new activities in space.

Starting the realisation of the "Space Option" in this way will overcome more than three decades of delay:  sub-orbital passenger services could and should have started during the 1970s.  Most importantly the economical use of space resources which the development of orbital tourism will enable, will definitively eliminate the need for growing international friction over access to the "dwindling resources of Earth".  The creation of a clear and realistic vision of an optimistic future of plenty for the human race will in turn surely stimulate a flowering of global culture, a true new Renaissance of humankind. 

