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Short abstract: 
We owe to Copernicus, Kepler and Galileo the understanding that we are not at the centre of our Universe and to Darwin that we are just another product of natural evolution. Modern astronomy has dealt two more blows to anthropocentrism: 1) the stuff we are made of, “baryonic matter”, is but a pinch of salt in the total mass of the Universe, 2) planets, even habitable planets, are the norm and not the exception around stars. Even the complex molecules we are made of resemble organic matter found in meteorites. Since at least half a ton of Martian rocks fall on Earth every year, it may well be that we are the Martians. So, what’s holding us from going back home? We know the way.

