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Short abstract: 
A manned mission to another planet is challenged by a long-term and massive funding. At the historic example of the Apollo mission the impulse came from the political field. While the project spanned several government periods, it was facilitated by specific factors: the long-term vision of a popular president, JFK, the political-cultural struggle of the east-west blocks, the technology leading role of space research.
A similar situation can merely be relied on for a coming manned Mars mission. We consider the economic factors of large-scale scientific projects as well as popular culture events. In 2003 a paper from the Mars Society Germany analyzed large international sports events based on their TV coverage and marketing budgets, comparing them to a space mission.
Discussions about PR strategies in the Mars Society led the author to realize small projects in 2004 and 2008 that illustrated the intermixing of the Mars quest with art, music, edutainment and local communities. Still an overlapping of science and culture strategies forms a challenge.
The scientific community is naturally eager to maintain its methodology and quality procedures as well as funding strategies - all of which are specifically different from culture projects. Broader public support and up-to-date communication strategies will still be a cornerstone of a coming Mars mission. 

