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CAIB: 
Columbia Accident Investigation Board

COTS: 
Commercial Orbital Transportation Services

CSA: 
Canadian Space Agency

DDT&E: 
Design, Development, Test, & Evaluation

DOD (or DoD): 
Department of Defense

EDL:
Entry, Descent and Landing

EDS:
Earth Departure Stage

EELV: 
Evolved Expendable Launch Vehicle

ESA: 
European Space Agency

ESAS:
Exploration Systems Architecture Study

ESMD:
Exploration Systems Mission Directorate

EVA:
extra-vehicular activity (spacewalk)

FAA:
Federal Aviation Administration

FY:
Fiscal Year

GDP:
Gross Domestic Product

GES:
Global Exploration Strategy

INKSNA:
Iran, North Korea, and Syria Nonproliferation Act

ISS:
International Space Station

ISRO:
Indian Space Research Organisation

ITAR:
International Traffic in Arms Regulations

JAXA:
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency

KSC:
Kennedy Space Center

KM:
Kilometers

LEO:
low-Earth orbit

LH2:
liquid hydrogen

LOX:
liquid oxygen

Acronyms and 
Abbreviations

GLOSSARY



15 4 Rev i ew  o f  U. S . Human  Space f l i g h t  P l an s  Commi t t ee

SEEKING A HUMAN SPACEFLIGHT PROGRAM WORTHY OF A GREAT NATION

mt:
metric ton

NASA:
National Aeronautics and Space Administration

NEO:
near-Earth object

NSS:
national security space

NTR:
nuclear thermal rocket

OMB:
Office of Management and Budget

OSTP:
Office of Science & Technology Policy

PDR:
Preliminary Design Review

PRA:
probabilistic risk assessment

PRC:
People’s Republic of China

SDR:
System Design Review

SEI:
Space Exploration Initiative
SRB:
Solid Rocket Booster

SRM:
Solid Rocket Motor

SSME:
Space Shuttle Main Engine

STEM:
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

STS:
Space Transportation System (Shuttle)

TLI:
Trans Lunar Injection

TPS:
Thermal Protection System

TRL:
Technology Readiness Level

ULA:
United Launch Alliance

VSE:
Vision for Space Exploration
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